
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sydney Russell Primary School 

Curriculum Strategy 

Statement of Intent 
 

At Sydney Russell Primary School we provide a broad, balanced and rich 

curriculum for all our children which: 

 

1. Promotes the development of the whole child. 

2. Finds the individual strengths and talents in each child. 

3. Prepares them for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences 

for later life. 

4. Supports pupils to be good citizens within the school and wider 

community. 

5. Excites and stimulates their imagination through enrichment 

opportunities. 

 

Early Years Foundation Stage  

 

Within the Foundation Stage we follow the Foundation Stage Curriculum. 

 

Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 

 

In Key Stage 1and 2 we teach the national curriculum and religious 

education. 

 

The following subjects are taught: 

 

English -: reading, writing, handwriting, speaking and listening and 

drama. 



Children have access to high quality literature including poetry. The 

school library is accessible to all. There is an emphasis on speaking skills 

as this is an important life skill.  

 

Mathematics-: children use practical apparatus to support their learning in 

mathematics and apply their learning to real life situations. 

 

Science-: children study a range of topics and use practical experiments 

to support their learning. 

 

Computing-: This includes the application of technology as well as 

programming. Pupils have the use of a high quality ICT suite as well as 

portable devices such as digital cameras. 

PE-: Following the national curriculum implemented by teachers and 

specialists in their field in order to promote a meaningful and interactive 

experience for the pupils. 

 

Music-: Allowing the children to experience well implemented and 

interactive lessons to promote a fun in learning as well as a love for 

music.  This is achieved by employing specialists who can implement and 

push the gifted and talented in this field as well as improve on those who 

have not experienced structured music lessons. 

 

French-: Children have access to high quality teaching and specialists in 

their field from reception and onto key stage 1 and 2.  This will 

encourage other languages to be spoken and other cultures to be explored. 

 

Foundation Subjects: History, Geography, Art, Design and Technology,  

These subjects are often blocked into units of work and meaningful links 

are made across subjects to form cross-curricular project areas.  

 

Religious Education-: The school will encourage parents to allow their 

child to participate in the interest of tolerance and respect for difference. 

This will also encourage greater social interactions between pupils of 

difference faiths, spiritual understanding of other faiths and cultures. 

 
 

School Aims and Values 

 

We expect high standards in all subjects .We have a particular emphasis 

on English, mathematics, science and computing. We understand the 



importance of high standards across the primary school in laying the 

foundation for future achievement and being ready for secondary school. 

 

We expect our children to become confident learners who enjoy school 

and achieve highly. We will challenge our children to achieve their full 

potential and beyond. 

 

We enable our children to value themselves and recognise their abilities.  

We will ensure they are independent and able to recognise a healthy and 

safe life-style. 

 

We expect our children to make a full contribution to the school and 

wider community through celebration, awareness of others and 

citizenship. 

 

We value the rich diversity of our community and seek to include all 

through strong partnerships. We recognise the contribution of all our 

pupils, parents and other community partners. 

 

 

Focus of the Curriculum 

 

There is an expectation that the curriculum framework will be used to 

make cross- curricular links at the medium term planning stage. 

 

To ensure all pupils participate there is an emphasis on the following 

aspects within teaching: 

 

 Speaking and listening activities, with the use of techniques such as 

Talk Partners 

 

 Practical hands on learning through the use of a planned programme 

of Termly visits. Visitors to be invited to school to enhance the 

learning experience. 

 

 Contributions from parents and the local community are 

encouraged. Invite the community to participate, wherever possible, 

formally and informally. 

 

 Extensive use of ICT – digital cameras, video, visualisers, digital 

microscopes, programming devices and programs as well as various 

computer operating systems. 



 

 

How the Curriculum is Organised  

 

In the Foundation Stage children access most of their learning through 

high quality play. This is structured across the key areas of learning and is 

centred on a theme.  

 

Pupils are taught key elements of numeracy and literacy such as phonics 

from the reception and into the year 1 classes. This takes place when 

children are ready to learn and in an informal fashion that makes learning 

fun. 

 

We expect pupils to have a stimulating learning environment with access 

high quality equipment as a matter of course in all year groups. 

 

As pupils move into key stage 1, and then key stage 2, there is a more 

formal element to learning but learning remains fun, practically based and 

interactive.  

 

Topics or projects will be used to make learning meaningful and cross 

curricular. Aspects of topics can be blocked so children can spend quality 

time researching and enjoying their learning. An example of this is a 

Victorian day where children dress up and attend a Victorian style school. 

Drama will be used to give pupils a flavour of life as a Victorian child. 

 


